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Gien Sien- Plago 


Sheryl Watson reflects on the history 
of Glen Eden’s Playhouse Theatre 
It is gratifying to see Playhouse Theatre 


organisations, This helps to ensure that the 
performing arts venue will still be available 
for use by the community for generations 
to come. So many grand old buildings 


there are very few "real" theatres now 

=} available for use by the general public. 
The much-loved theatre has been host 
to many activities during its long and colourful history. In 1935 the original public hall of Glen Eden 
was destroyed by fire and this was a big loss to the community as the hall had been a centre for 
much local activity including, dances, balls, scout and cub concerts, school concerts, meetings and 
aturday picture shows. 

A competition for a design for a replacement building was initiated and architect, Arthur C. 
Marshall's Art Deco-style design won the approval of the Town Board. Included in the plan was a 
public library, Town Board offices, a large hall, stage, projection box and also a downstairs supper 
room. One of the most striking features of the design was the large, brick arched entrance to the 
building. After much negotiating, construction commenced after final tenders were approved in June 
1936 and the new Town Hall was officially opened on Coronation Day, May 12, 1937. A celebratory 
ball was held in the evening. 

From its opening, one of the primary uses of the hall was as a cinema and it later became known 
as the Star Theatre. Until the introduction of television the Star was a popular centre for local film- 
goers and offered several screenings each week. By the late ‘60s, however, audience numbers were 
Starting to fall and in mid-1972, the Star Theatre closed its doors. As fortune would have it, the scene 
was set for a new beginning ... 

Finding suitable venues to stage productions had been a continual difficulty for three local theatre 
groups, namely, the St. Thomas Light Opera Club, Western Players and Auckland Children’s Light 
Opera Society. 

On hearing that the Star was standing neglected and unused, the three groups decided to approach 
the Glen Eden council with a proposal to lease the building under the name of Playhouse Productions 
and convert it into a performing arts centre. Enthusiastic members and their friends gave thousands of 
voluntary hours of work in scrubbing, painting, building and clearing away 25 years of accumulated 
rubbish and a dream gradually became a reality. The Star Theatre was about to become a "theatre of 
stars". Playhouse Theatre was open for business and Dr Colin Roberts, a local physician, compiled 
their first production — A Night of Variety — that involved a great number of local "celebs". 

Over the nearly 20 years | have been involved in Playhouse, | have seen many changes. But one 
thing, in particular, remains constant - community spirit, the true essence of putting a show together. 
Many well-known professional performers of stage, film and television have had their first taste of 
"treading the boards" at the Playhouse and hopefully many more will continue to do so. 

Many groups who hired the theatre last year have re-booked similar times again this year and are 
starting to enjoy regular and growing audiences. There is a great variety of entertainment on offer — 
orchestras, bands, dance shows and competitions, classical concerts, country and western concerts, 
choirs, plays, musicals, pantomimes — something for everyone. 

This year the West Auckland Singing Competitions will be presented at Playhouse on June 18 - 19. 
Competitors will be able to appreciate the feel of performing in a proper theatre. There is a wealth of 
young (and not so young) talent in our community and it's great to see it being showcased. 

If you would like to donate any old photos or memorabilia related to the history of the Playhouse 
building or of any of the many events and productions that have been presented over the years, please 
contact me as | am endeavouring to help compile a more complete record of our grand old lady. 

See you at the theatre! — Sheryl , 

© Sheryl is manager of the Playhouse Theatre at 15 Glendale Road, Glen Eden. Phone: (09) 818 
5751, Fax: (09) 813 9343, Mobile: 021 215 1271. Email: sheryl. watson@playhousetheatre.org.nz 
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have fallen victim of the demolitionists and | 


being used by an ever-increasing number of 





power 
and universal 
natural energy 


Do you 
suffer problems 
with any of the 

following? 


ə Chronic Fatigue 

e Weight control 

e Arthritis 

e Quitting smoking 

e Diabetes 

e Sleeping disorders 
e Unknown ailments 
e Parkinsons Disease 
e Tumours 

e Organ problems 

e Osteoporosis 

e Blood pressure 

e Head, neck, back pain 


Phone Mandy 
021 136 6980 © 
827 1720 (After 2pm) 


Email: 


Chikung2005@yahoo.co.nz 
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